
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD)



ASD Definition
● A range of pervasive developmental disorders, with onset in childhood, that 

adversely affect a student’s functioning and result in the need for special 
education instruction and related services.

● A pattern of qualitative impairments in several areas of development, 
including the core areas of social interaction, communication, or the 
presence of restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns of behavior, 
interests, and activities.

● These core features may present themselves in a wide variety of 
combinations that range from mild to severe, and the number of behavioral 
indicators present may vary.

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



ASD Criteria
● Multidisciplinary team

○ Must include:
■ Professional with experience and expertise in ASD
■ Professional with knowledge of special education eligibility criteria

● Eligibility must be supported by information collected from multiple settings 
and sources

○ Setting Examples: school, home, community
○ Source  Examples: teachers, parents, daycare provider

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1325/ (MN Rule 3525.1325)

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1325/


MDE Website Resources



ASD Criteria
● Evaluation must address all three core features of ASD

○ Social Interaction
○ Communication
○ Restricted, Repetitive, or Stereotyped Patterns of Behavior, Interest, and Activities

● Students must demonstrate qualitative impairment in two of the three core 
features, one of which must be social interaction.

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



ASD Criteria
● Examples of qualitative impairments for social interaction, communication, 

and restricted, repetitive, or stereotyped behavior, interest, and activities are 
listed, but is not an exhaustive list of potential impairments.

● Required number of behavioral indicators for each core feature:
○ Social Interaction

■ Two or more behavioral indicators
○ Communication

■ One or more behavioral indicator
○ Restricted, Repetitive, or Stereotyped Behavior, Interest, and Activities

■ One or more behavioral indicator

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



ASD Criteria
● The individual must demonstrate atypical behavior for their developmental 

level as documented through at least two of these methods:
○ Structured interviews with parents
○ Autism checklists
○ Communication and developmental rating scales
○ Functional behavior assessment
○ Application of DSM criteria
○ Informal and standardized evaluation instruments
○ Intellectual testing

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



ASD Criteria
● Determine if ASD adversely affects a student’s performance and requires 

special education instruction and related services.
○ Documentation must include:

■ Evaluation of student’s present levels and educational needs in each core feature, as 
well as all other areas of educational concern related to the suspected disability

■ Observations of the student in two different settings, on two different days
■ Summary of student’s developmental history and behavior patterns

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



Clinical/Medical Diagnosis of ASD
● A clinical or medical diagnosis of ASD is not required to qualify for special 

education services.

● A clinical or medical diagnosis does not mean an individual qualifies for 
special education services.

● In order to qualify for special education an individual must meet criteria and 
need specially designed instruction and related services.

(MN Rule 3525.1325)



Teach skills and 
provide support for 

the educational 
concerns  you see and 
document as a team, 
not for the diagnosis 

of Autism.



MDE Q&A
Question

Is eligibility under state criteria for ASD based 
only upon academic needs or it is it possible for 
a student who is performing well academically 
but has functional performance needs in social, 
behavioral and/or communication areas to 
meet criteria and be found eligible and in need 
of special education and related services?

Answer 

● Special education and related services are 
not limited to academic needs

● Evaluation procedures must be 
administered so as to yield accurate 
information on what the child knows and 
can do academically, developmentally, 
and functionally. (34 C.F.R. 300.304)



ASD Resources
● The Autism Assessment Resource Guide, linked below, includes valuable 

information regarding Minnesota ASD eligibility criteria and numerous tools 
and templates to use throughout the evaluation process.

○ Autism Assessment Resources Guide - 2016

http://mnlowincidenceprojects.org/documents/asd/asd_AutismAssessmentResources2016.pdf

